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Lesson 62.  

The Alphabet 
JçCç&öçÆJç®ççj: 

 

A) Evolution of Sound. 

 

As Sadhakas, let us introduce ourselves to the world of sounds.... MçyoÒçHçgç ~ 
The cause of the world of things....DçLç&ÒçHçgç .... is Hçjcçíéçj. In the context of 
sound, Hçjcçíéçj is Mçyoyç´ïçvçd ~ The entire world is said to be born of Mçyo 
...MçyoÒççYçJç ~ Evolution is the result of the self movement mHçvovç of Shiva-
Shakti. The line of evolution is from the subtle to the gross. There are five 

stages to the emanation of sound. 

1. The first is Hçjç  which is absolutely supreme and subtle. This can best 
be described as the storehouse from which inspirations would first 

emerge. 

2. The second is HçM³çvlççÇ which is less subtle but is still undifferentiated. 
This would be the inspiration that would eventually give rise to a 

thought or an idea. 

3. The third is cçO³çcçç which is grosser and undifferentiated, though not 
articulate. This is actual thought process which goes into concretizing 

the idea.... a plan of action. 

4. Articulate sound is called JçÌKçjçÇ which further takes two forms: subtle 
and gross. It is from that that all the letters JçCç&, words Hço and 
sentences Jççkçw³ç are manifested. The subtle forms of these letters are 
the mantras. The gross takes the form of the language we use. 

JçCç&:  is that form of sound which cannot be broken up further into smaller 
parts. It is therefore also called Dç#çjcçd ~ vç #çjçÆlç FçÆlç Dç#çjcçd ~ vçço or OJççÆvç 
....sound .....can never be destroyed. That Dç#çjcçd, when it is in a written form 
is called the JçCç&: ~ Over a period of time both words have now become 
interchangeable.  
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Dç#çj s, when put together to intelligently express thoughts and feelings is 
called the Hço ~ A group of Hço s form a Jççkçw³ç ; and Jççkçw³ç s put together so that 
another may understand what one wishes to express, then becomes language 

Yçç<çç ~ The Sanskrit script, is called oíJçvççiçjçÇ ~ 
 

B) JçCçç&: 
Let's go over the list of JçCçç&: again. The divisions that you see below have 
been made by Panini and described in his 'Ashtadhyayi.' We need to study 

this so that we are better able to understand how Panini worked at his 

grammar. 

mJçjç: 
Dç ,F, G, $çÝ, uç=   ( ÛmJçmJçjç:) are pronounced in one matra ( a measure of 
time almost equal to one second ) 

Dçç, F&, T, $çÝ=, uç ¨ , S, Sí, Dççí, DççÌ   (oçÇIç&mJçjç:) are pronounced in two matras 

Dç 3, F3, G3, $çÝ3, uç= 3, S3, Sí3, Dççí3, DççÌ 3 (HuçálçmJçjç:).... used when calling 
out to  someone and take more than two matras to be pronounced. 

 

Dç³ççíiçJççnç:  so named by Panini. 
Dçb (DçvçámJççj) 
Dç: (çÆJçmçiç&:) 
 

(I've spent about a trillion hours trying to find a symbol that looks like two 

smilies put together, one on top of the other, the top looking like a smile and 

the one below looking like a frown in the place of the visargas for the four 

alphabets listed below. Sorry. Don't have the software to create an image 

even. But I'm sure you'll be able to figure out what I mean. If any of you 

has; and can create an image, please will you send it to me at 'Queries' so 

that I may replace these four visargas with those? ) 

: kçÀ   : Kç (çÆpç»çcçÓuççÇ³ç:)   
: Hç    : HçÀ (GHçOcççvççÇ³ç:) 
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J³ç¡çvçççÆvç   
Jçiçça³çJ³ç¡çvçççÆvç   
  1 2 3 4 5 

kçáÀ FçÆlç HçççÆCççÆvç: (kçÀJçiç&) kçdÀ Kçd içd  Içd *d  
®çá FçÆlç HçççÆCççÆvç: (®çJçiç&) ®çd sd pçd Pçd _çd 
ìá FçÆlç HçççÆCççÆvç: (ìJçiç&) ìd þd [d {d Cçd 
lçá FçÆlç HçççÆCççÆvç: (lçJçiç&)  lçd Lçd od Oçd vçd 
Hçá FçÆlç HçççÆCççÆvç: (HçJçiç&) Hçd HçdÀ yçd Yçd cçd 
(Secret revealed: It is good to remember the above 25 J³ç¡çvçççÆvç column-wise 
too. For example kçdÀ ®çd ìd lçd Hçd  etc. ) 
 

DçJçiçça³çJ³ç¡çvçççÆvç   
³çd, jd, uçd, Jçd (Dçvlç:mLçç:) 
Mçd, <çd, mçd, nd (T<cççCç:) 
Ud  #çd    

Ud  #çd   and uç ¨ are not included in Panini's work, who dealt with only the 
language in use and not what is originally in the Vedas. But we shall keep 

them in anyway.... just so that we do not forget them. 
 

G®®ççjCçcçd 
Your teacher will help you pronounce the mJçjç:, Dç³ççíiçJççnç:, and the J³ç¡çvçççÆvç ~  
I'll just supply a table that you can refer to. The beauty here is that this 

classification works in various ways. It helps making and breaking sandhis,  

writing out words with DçvçávçççÆmçkçÀ s  and understanding the relationships of 
each "family group" ... how one letter can be substituted for another and 

ideas like that…. For example, you would have often seen both lçlçd and lçod. It 
also helps us understand why Parama Poojya Swamiji pronounces $ç³çcyçkçbÀ 
³çpççcçní the way He does. 
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JçCçç&: GlHççÆÊçmLçççÆvç mLççvçpçv³çJçCç&vççcçççÆvç 
Dç Dçç Dç3  
kçÀ Kç iç Iç *  
n çÆJçmçiç& (:) #ç 

kçÀCþ kçÀCþîç: 

F F& F3  
®ç s pç Pç _ç  
³ç Mç 

lççuçá lççuçJ³ç: 

$çÝ $çÝ= $çÝ3  
ì þ [ { Cç  
j <ç U 

cçÓOçç& cçÓOç&v³ç: 

uç= uç ¨ uç=3  

lç Lç o Oç vç  
uç mç 

ovlçç:  ovl³ç: 

G T G3  
Hç HçÀ yç Yç cç  
GHçOcççvççÇ³ç: (:Hç  : HçÀ )  
( actually the two 

smilies I've mentioned 

earlier) 

DççíÿçÌ Dççíÿîç 

* _ç Cç vç cç vçççÆmçkçÀç kçÀCþççÆo: DçvçávçççÆmçkçÀ: 
S  Sí  kçÀCþlççuçá kçÀCþlççuçJ³ç: 
Dççí DççÌ kçÀCþçíÿcçd kçÀCþçíÿîç 
Jç ovlççíÿcçd ovlççíÿîç 
çÆpç»çcçÓuççÇ³ç: (:  kçÀ  :Kç)  
( smilies again.) 

çÆpç»çcçÓuçcçd çÆpç»çcçÓuççÇ³ç: 

DçvçámJççj: vçççÆmçkçÀç - 
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 #çd is a JçCç&: that has been given a position of equal standing in the JçCç&cççuçç   
in the Vedas. Sanskrit grammar, whether modern or classical, visualizes it as  

kçdÀ  + <çd  and you will therefore find it in the dictionary in the kçdÀ section.  
However, we have retained all the JçCçç&: that are in the original JçCç&cççuçç ~ 
 

This has an important effect on pronunciations. 

The çÆJçmçiç& carries forward the sound of the letter just before it. 
JçCç&: is pronounced JçCç&n,  JçCçç&: is pronounced JçCçç&nç, JçCçz: is pronounced JçCçzçÆn   
içá©: is pronounced içá©ná and so on and so forth. 
 

When the çÆJçmçiç&  is followed by a kçdÀ, Kçd, Hçd, or a HçdÀ, the çÆJçmçiç&  is forcefully 
expressed. Going by this, if the çÆJçmçiç& were to be followed by #çd, which, 
according to grammar a kçdÀ + <çd, the çÆJçmçiç&  should have been forcefully 
expressed. But it is not. In this case, the  çÆJçmçiç&  does what it is supposed to 
do....it carries forward the sound of the letter just before it. 

 

C) Maheshwar Sutras. 

 
cççníéçj-mçÓ$çççÆCç 

 

cçnçÆ<ç&: HçççÆCççÆvç: mçbmkç=ÀlçJ³ççkçÀjCçm³ç ÒçOççvçç®çç³ç&: ~ HçççÆCçvçí: HçÓJç&cççÆHç DçvçíkçíÀ JçÌ³ççkçÀjCçç: Dççmçvçd 
~ çÆkçÀvlçá lçí<ççb ûçvLçç: DçÐçlJçí Dç%ççlçç: DçuçyOçç½ç ~ uçY³çcççvçí<çá ûçvLçí<çá cçnçcçávçí: HçççÆCçvçí: ûçvLç: 
Òçç®ççÇvçlçcç: ~ 
HçççÆCççÆvç: yççu³çkçÀçuçí cçnçcçvoyçáçÆ×: DççmççÇlçd  FçÆlç cçv³çvlçí ~ yççuçkçÀ: mç: çÆJçÐççpç&vçç³ç kçÀcççÆHç 
Dçç®çç³ç&cçd GHççiç®slçd ~ çÆkçÀvlçá DççÆ®çjb mç: Dçç®çç³ç&iç=nçlçd  çÆvç<kçÀççÆmçlç: DçYçJçlçd ~ 
lçívç DçHçcççvçívç DçlççÇJç oá:çÆKçlç: HçççÆCççÆvç: DçjC³çb içlJçç kçÀþçíjçb lçHçm³ççcçd DçkçÀjçílçd ~ 
lç$ç Dçv³çí kçíÀ®çvç çÆmç×Hçá©<çç: YçiçJçlç: Mç¹jm³ç GHççmçvççb kçáÀJç&çqvlç mcç ~lçí<ççb mçJçx<ççb lçHçm³ç³çç 
mçvlçáä: cçnçoíJç: DçççÆJçYç&Ó³ç  mçJçxY³ç:  Jçj³çç®çvçç³ç DçkçÀLç³çlçd ~Òçl³çíkçbÀ lçHçmJççÇ mJçkçÀçÇ³çb cçvççíjLçb 
v³çJçío³çlçd ~ mçJçx<ççb cçvççíjLçcçd  SkçÀmççLç¥ HçÓjçÆ³çlçáb cçníéçj: ®çlçáo&MçJççjb [cç©cçd DçJçço³çlçd ~ 
HçççÆCççÆvç: ®çlçáo&MçJççjb [cç©vççob ÞçálJçç ®çlçáo&Mç mçÓ$çççÆCç Dçj®ç³çlçd ~ Òçl³çíkçbÀ vçço:  Dç F G Cçd  
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Fl³çççÆo mçÓ$çªHçíCç lçm³ç kçÀCç&kçáÀnjb ÒççÆJçä:~ lçççÆvç mçÓ$çççÆCç cççníéçj-mçÓ$çççÆCç Jçç kçÀL³çvlçí ~ SlçççÆvç 
mçÓ$çççÆCç J³ççkçÀjCçm³ç DçççÆomçÓ$çççÆCç cçv³çvlçí ~ 

1. Dç F G Cçd 
2. $çÝ uç= kçdÀ 
3. S  Dççí *d 
4. Sí DççÌ ®çd 
5. n ³ç Jç j ìd 
6. uç Cçd  
7. _ç cç * Cç vç cçd 
8. Pç Yç _çd 
9. Iç { Oç <çd 
10. pç yç iç [ o Mçd 
11. Kç HçÀ s þ Lç ®ç ì lç Jçd 
12. kçÀ Hç ³çd 
13. Mç <ç mç jd 
14. n uçd ~ 

 

Panini has based his entire grammatical work on these sutras. To avoid a 

detailed recital of the letters, he used what is called the Òçl³ççnçj . It is very 
much what you would see advertised in a shop window " A-Z available here." 

Rather than list what he has, the shopkeeper, in his A-Z, has conveyed the 

fact that he stores all that you need. 

Similarly, when Panini wished to list only the  mJçjç: , he just said Dç®çd and no 
more. Look at the sutras again. Which sutra has the Dç ? The first. Which 

sutra ends in ®çd ? The fourth. Ignore every JçCç& with the nuçvlç . They are 
called Flçd JçCçç&: and are only indicatory letters which disappear the minute 
the purpose of indication has been fulfilled. 

List all the letters that are in the four sutras and hey presto, you have a list 

of all the mJçjç: !  
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Let's take another example. PçMçd would be all the JçCç& s in the 3rd and 4th 
column. Gottitt?? 

The peculiarity of the Òçl³ççnçj s is that they can start from any JçCç& ~ They 
may begin with a JçCç& coming from the middle of the group, but they must 
end with an Flçd JçCç&:~ 
Panini then worked on 41 such Òçl³ççnçj s in his DçäçO³çç³ççÇ. Cçd comes twice as an 
Flçd JçCç&:~ Whenever you have to choose the first, (1) will be written against 

the Òçl³ççnçj . Whenever you have to choose the second, (2) will be written 

against that Òçl³ççnçj.Shall we try work with  Òçl³ççnçj s as a home assignment? 
Please refer to Lesson 62 A.  

 

D) içáCç, Jç=çÆ×, oçÇIç&, mçcÒçmççjCç  changes. 
You would have heard of mçávojcçd and it's relative mççÌvo³ç&cçd . It is apparent that 
the G and DççÌ are connected. What has happened here is a Jç=çÆ× . It is often 
difficult to remember these terms…. içáCç, Jç=çÆ×, oçÇIç&, mçcÒçmççjCç ~ So here is a 
list you can refer to when foxed by sandhis. The idea is to see the 

correlation amongst alphabets. 

 

mJçj Dç 
Dçç 

F  
F& 

G 
T 

$çÝ 
$çÝ= 

uç= S Sí Dççí DççÌ 

 � � � � � � � � � 

oçÇIç& Dçç F& T $çÝ= - - ö õ - 
içáCç Dç S Dççí Dçjd Dçuçd  S - Dççí - 
Jç=çÆ× Dçç Sí DççÌ Dççjd Dççuçd Sí Sí DççÌ DççÌ 
³çCçd 

mççqvOç: 
- ³çd Jçd jd uçd     

Dç³çççÆo 
mççqvOç: 

ö - õ ö - Dç³çd  Dçç³çd  DçJçd  DççJçd 

mçcÒçmççjCç  ³ç�F Jçd�G jd �$çÝ uçd�uç=     
*** 


