Lesson 62.
The Alphabet
ui—foE=m;

A) Evolution of Sound.

As Sadhakas, let us introduce ourselves to the world of sounds.... [T |
The cause of the world of 7‘/1/'/795....3?2?‘;[5!%1' ... is THI. In the context of
sound, THH is Qs | The entire world is said to be born of ¥T5¢

...J[sCHTHT | Evolution is the result of the self movement ¥W< of Shiva-

Shakti. The line of evolution is from the subtle to the gross. There are five
stages to the emanation of sound.
1. The first is 90 which is absolutely supreme and subtle. This can best

be described as the storehouse from which inspirations would first
emerge.
2. The second is T3l which is less subtle but is still undifferentiated.

This would be the inspiration that would eventually give rise to a
thought or an idea.
3. The third is H&IHT which is grosser and undifferentiated, though not

articulate. This is actual thought process which goes into concretizing
the idea.... a plan of action.
4. Articulate sound is called & which further takes two forms: subtle

and gross. It is from that that all the letters _Oﬂﬁ words U< and
sentences Al are manifested. The subtle forms of these letters are

the mantras. The gross takes the form of the language we use.
JUT: is that form of sound which cannot be broken up further into smaller

parts. It is therefore also called 378 | T &UT A T&H | TS or &
....sound .....can never be destroyed. That H&H, when it is in a written form
is called the dT: | Over a period of time both words have now become

interchangeable.
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H& s, when put together to intelligently express thoughts and feelings is
called the U< | A group of 9< s form a 91 ; and 919 s put together so that

another may understand what one wishes to express, then becomes language
YT | The Sanskrit script, is called ST |

B) FUTI:
Let's go over the list of o again. The divisions that you see below have

been made by Panini and described in his 'Ashtadhyayi." We need to study
this so that we are better able to understand how Panini worked at his
grammar.

=i

A3, 3, %k, d (BFWE) are pronounced in one matra ( a measure of

time almost equal to one second )
;M 5, T, E, q, T, U, 3, o (EFEE) are pronounced in two matras
3, 33, 33, ®I, G 3, U3, U3, 33, T 3 (WJTET:). ... used when calling

out to someone and take more than two matras to be pronounced.

SFNETET: so hamed by Panini.
3 (@)
3. (famf)

(I've spent about a trillion hours trying to find a symbol that looks like two
smilies put together, one on top of the other, the top looking like a smile and
the one below looking like a frown in the place of the visargas for the four
alphabets listed below. Sorry. Don't have the software to create an image
even. But I'm sure you'll be able to figure out what I mean. If any of you
has; and can create an image, please will you send it to me at 'Queries’ so
that I may replace these four visargas with those? )

& @ (SEmaE:)

T ST
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E2ERIIEN

CUIREECIIE]

1 2 3 4 5
F A wiorfs: | @) (% " (T (T |
FEfd ot |G | (S| |3
gt (@@ |2 |3 |3 |T ™M
Jedwirfy. (@ | 9|9 (= |2 |3
ggfd oo (@ |1 (% |1 |1 |°

(Secret revealed: It is good to remember the above 25 ST column-wise

too. For example & 9 < d U etc.)

EEUREEEIE

T, L, 9 (FTEmn)
I, B (SO
[N

3 & and ] are not included in Panini's work, who dealt with only the

language in use and not what is originally in the Vedas. But we shall keep
them in anyway.... just so that we do not forget them.

Your teacher will help you pronounce the &, STMTETET:, and the PTG |

I'll just supply a table that you can refer to. The beauty here is that this
classification works in various ways. It helps making and breaking sandhis,
writing out words with 38 s and understanding the relationships of

each "family group" ... how one letter can be substituted for another and
ideas like that.... For example, you would have often seen both dd and d<. Tt

also helps us understand why Parama Poojya Swamiji pronounces Fd¥*ch
IS the way He does.
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o AT EOIEE D CUEIIE
3 37 33 HU3 HUS:
FETHE

gfam () &

EEE g RICEE
AT IATA

T

* % %3 el T
T3ITT

L ")

q T3 Gl S b
dagcgd

a4

3% 33 3T T
THEITAH

ST (T : &)

( actually the two

smilies I've mentioned

earlier)

SIAUAH TIfgert FUaIfe: AT
T U FU3ATT FHUSATAA:
3 FUIH FUITT
F T3 ESaiL=p)
Semea: (% @) | SeHaH IBEIEQIRE
( smilies again.)

HTER: fqenT -

S
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isa 0T that has been given a position of equal standing in the FUHTT

in the Vedas. Sanskrit grammar, whether modern or classical, visualizes it as
% + Y and you will therefore find it in the dictionary in the & section.

However, we have retained all the 30T that are in the original JUIHTE |

This has an important effect on pronunciations.
The fI87 carries forward the sound of the letter just before it.

ol is pronounced quig, aul: is pronounced dUT[eT, ot is pronounced Fuffe

1% is pronounced %% and so on and so forth.

When the fa&T s followed byac, ¥, Y, ora%™, the g s forcefully
expressed. Going by this, if the TG were to be followed by &, which,
according to grammar a <@ ¢ ¥, the fa&@T  should have been forcefully
expressed. But it is not. In this case, the o does what it is supposed to

do....it carries forward the sound of the letter just before it.

C) Maheshwar Sutras.

TS GR-TAM0T

Tl W GEhdeT R THHEE: | T Gl SR AR 3T
| fofe] T TR 3TElcel ST SAcTeed | Ay T HEmA: T T
UTHTH: |

qIfoT: SRt HeM<dls: A 3 ¥ | aTeeh: §: foqemsie Sy
IR, 3= | foheg 1R @ STamie fenifaa: o7ved |

0 A STdig 3 Wit SR e AN qUET 3R |

T S he FIEYeuT: Wad: YT ST Faf<l 9 [T Feor que
TqY: TECd: AT v FREAY A Meleh que] Wehe AARg
Zoead | et AR Twhard TR Ted: FeveR SHeH ST |
qTH: FqeYER SHEARE g Adesl JAM0T AT | T A1e: 37 T 3 1]
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[ [

G ISV T Shuighed ;| T AT A ER- AT a7 A=l | T

AT SR ST F=IT |
1. AZTI I

ERCIE]

T AE

T 3 7

ERIERE:A

AT

AATUTH

ERREES

CHT Y

10T TS T I

NIFTIITTT

12F 77

13.9T 99

14T T |

0 N OOk WD

Panini has based his entire grammatical work on these sutras. To avoid a
detailed recital of the letters, he used what is called the UHTelX | It is very
much what you would see advertised in a shop window " A-Z available here."
Rather than list what he has, the shopkeeper, in his A-Z, has conveyed the
fact that he stores all that you need.

Similarly, when Panini wished to list only the ¥, he just said 3 and no

more. Look at the sutras again. Which sutra has the 3 ? The first. Which
sutra ends in & ? The fourth. Ignore every 0T with the AT . They are
called ET‘L_OIUﬁ: and are only indicatory letters which disappear the minute

the purpose of indication has been fulfilled.
List all the letters that are in the four sutras and hey presto, you have a list
of all the ¥Y: |
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Let's take another example. SIRT would be all the U7 s in the 3rd and 4th

column. Gottitt??

The peculiarity of the UHIeN s is that they can start from any aof | They

may begin with a qui coming from the middle of the group, but they must
end with an EFL'OFTT:I
Panini then worked on 41 such TTER s in his STSTEATT, Ul comes twice as an
SFL_OWT:I Whenever you have to choose the first, (1) will be written against

the YR . Whenever you have to choose the second, (2) will be written

against that U8 Shall we try work with UTEN s as a home assignment?
Please refer to Lesson 62 A.

D) U1, gfig, &, TR™IUT changes.

You would have heard of < and it's relative @R’éﬁ{ It is apparent that
the 3 and 2 are connected. What has happened here is a 94 . It is often

difficult to remember these terms.... 70T, qfg, <, AR | So here is a

list you can refer to when foxed by sandhis. The idea is to see the
correlation amongst alphabets.

W o| F | 3 | 3 | F | F| T I
M| 3 | = EX
v | WV \Z \ 7 VoW v |V
LI | - R S A — | -
Rl H | T | M| W | ;AT a |-
gfg | em | T | W | oM || T | oam
a - ] 4 { A
af:
e | - | - |— |- HE: 7 |
Tt
HEHIOT I3 | d23 [{ 2% |29
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