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Lesson 61.  

Swara Sandhi and Visarga Sandhi. 

mJçjmççÆvOç: / çÆJçmçiç&mççÆvOç:  
 

In my early days of enthusiastic Sanskrit studies, I picked up the 

Panchatantra to 'improve' my language skills. One look at the text… a long 

never ending word that filled 25 lines (if I exaggerate, it is only for 

effect….believe me, I do not lie. Ever.) and I figured that I had to get my 

Sandhi rules firmly understood first. 

Sandhi is the joining of two words into a single word. The last letter of a 

word and the first letter of the adjoining word form one letter. 

Sandhi-vicheda, mççÆvOççÆJç®sío:, describes the process by which one letter 
( whether single or cojoined) is broken to form two words. Part of the 

broken letter remains as the last letter of the first word and part of the 

letter forms the first letter of the next letter. 

Over time I still find it easier to break words than to join them but here 

are a few tips that have kept me in good stead either way: 

1. Sandhis take place whenever there is a presence of a swara….a 
vowel ; the presence of a consonant WITH a halanta ( for example 

kçdÀ ); the presence of a visarga (for example kçÀ: ) 

2. � Siren's on!! Trip up alert: 
Whenever I see a ³ç, Jç, S, Sí, Dççí, DççÌ, mçd, Mçd, <çd, jd , e in a "more or less" 
long word, my antennae go up. Chances are that I have a Sandhi staring at 

me in the face. I always potter around these letters to help me decide 

whether the occasion has presented itself to break two words. 

 

The more I read, the more I was convinced that there were a trillion 

sandhi rules to follow.  But ever so slowly it began to filter in that 

amongst those trillion rules a few are oft repeated and they are the only 

ones that one need really remember to follow Sanskrit classical texts. 

Buy a book that lists all sandhi rules so that you can refer to it if you 

come across an occasional sandhi that I have not dealt with. But for all 

practical purposes, these are enough. Lesson 61 will deal with 1) a revision 

of swara sandhi rules plus a few more new ones AND 2) with visarga 

sandhi rules. A tabular column works well for reference. 
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Swar Sandhi. 

 

The name 

of the 

sandhi 

The first word 

should end in: 

The second 

word should 

begin with: 

Result 

of the 

sandhi 

Example 

1. oçÇIç& 
mççqvOç  

Dç or Dçç Dç or Dçç Dçç çÆncç + Dççuç³ç: 
=çÆncççuç³ç: ~ 
çÆJçÐçç + DçLçça 
=çÆJçÐççLçça ~ 

 F or F& F or F& F& kçÀçÆJç + Fvê: 
= kçÀJççÇvê: ~ 
ÞççÇ + F&Mç: 
=ÞççÇMç: ~ 

 G or T G or T T Yççvçá + Go³ç: 
= YççvçÓo³ç: æ~ 
JçOçÓ + Go³ç: 
= JçOçÓo³ç: ~ 

     
2. içáCç 
mççqvOç  

Dç or Dçç F or F& S mçáj + F&Mç: = 
mçájíMç:~ 
jcçç + F&Mç: = 
jcçíMç: ~ 

 Dç or Dçç G or T Dççí mçÓ³ç& + Go³ç = 
mçÓ³ççxo³ç ~ 
iç²ç + GçÆcç& = 
iç²çíçÆcç&: ~ 

 Dç or Dçç $çÝ or $çÝ= Dçjd cçnç + $çÝçÆ<ç: 
= cçnçÆ<ç&: ~ 

 Dç or Dçç uç= Dçuçd lçJç + uç=kçÀçj: 
= lçJçukçÀçj: ~ 
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3. Jç=çÆ× 
mççqvOç  

Dç or Dçç S or Sí Sí cçcç + SkçÀ: = 
cçcçÌkçÀ:~ 
oÌJç + Síéç³ç&cçd  
=oÌJçÌéç³ç&cçd ~ 

 Dç or Dçç Dççí or DççÌ DççÌ G<Cç + 
Dççíovçcçd = 
G<CççÌovçcçd ~ 
cçnç + DççÌ<çOçcçd 
= cçnçÌ<çOçcçd ~ 

 Dç or Dçç 
( GHçmçiç& a prefix ) 

$çÝ or $çÝ= Dççjd GHç + $çÝ®sçÆlç 
( to go, to 
become 

difficult ) = 
GHçç®s&çÆlç ~ 

 Dç or Dçç 
( GHçmçiç& a prefix) 

uç= Dççuçd GHç + uç=kçÀçj: 
= GHççukçÀçj: ~ 

     
4. ³çCçd 
mççqvOç 

F or F& vowel that is 

not an F or F& 
³çd FçÆlç + DçççÆo= 

Fl³çççÆo~ 
 G or T vowel that is 

not an G or 
T 

Jçd JçOçÓ + Dççiçlçç= 
JçOJççiçlçç~ 

 $çÝ or $çÝ= vowel that is 

not an $çÝ or 
$çÝ= 

jd çÆHçlç= + Dçç%çç = 
çÆHç$çç%çç 

 uç= vowel that is 

not uç= 
uçd uç= + Dççkç=ÀçÆlç 

= uççkç=ÀçÆlç ~ 
     
5. Dç³çççÆo S any vowel  

(except for  
Dç³çd njí  + S 
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mççqvOç   Dç if the S 
ending is that 

of a declined 

noun. 

=nj³çí ~ 
Jçlç&vlçí + FçÆlç 
= Jçlç&vlççÆ³ççÆlç / 
Jçlç&vlç FçÆlç 

 Sí any vowel Dçç³çd vçÌ + DçkçÀ: = 
vçç³çkçÀ: ~ 
lçmcçÌ + DççÆHç = 
lçmcçç³ççÆHç / 
lçmcçç DççÆHç ~ 

 Dççí 
 

any vowel  

(except for  
Dç if the Dççí 
ending is that 

of a declined 

noun. 

DçJçd Hççí+ Dçvç: = 
HçJçvç: ~ 
Yççvççí +  Focçd  
= YççvççÆJçocçd / 
Yççvç Focçd  

 DççÌ any vowel  

 
DççJçd HççÌ + DçkçÀ: = 

HççJçkçÀ:~ 
GYççÌ + DççÆHç = 
GYççJççÆHç / 
GYçç DççÆHç  

     
6. HçÓJç&ªHç 
mççqvOç  

A declined noun 

ending in an S 
 or an Dççí 

Dç e 
instead 

of Dç  

kçÀJç³çí +Dç$ç= 
kçÀJç³çíe$ç ~  
mççOççí +Dç$ç = 
mççOççíe$ç ~ 

     
7. HçjªHç 
mççqvOç  

a prefix ending in an 

Dç 
a conjugated 

verb 

beginning with 

an S or an Dççí  

Dç is 
elided. 

DçJç + SçÆn 
=DçJçíçÆn~ 
GHç +Dççí<ççÆlç 
=GHççí<ççÆlç~ 
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8. 
Òçkç=ÀçÆlçYççJç 
mççqvOç  

çÆÜJç®çvç words ending 
in  F&, T , S 

çÆÜJç®çvç word 
where its 

first letter is 

a vowel. 

 

Sandhi 

does not 

take 

place 

 kçÀJççÇ  + SlççÌ 
=kçÀJççÇ  SlççÌ 
içáª + FcççÌ 
=içáª FcççÌ 

 Indeclinables 

(DçJ³ç³çs) ending in an 
an Dçç or an Dççí 

vowel Sandhi 

does not 

take 

place 

Dçnçí  Dç$ç 
YççJçvçd  
Dçç SJçb vçá 
cçv³çmçí 

 

 

I came across very peculiar sandhis during the course of my study. 

Unfortunately, I have not been able to find a rule in grammar texts that 

authenticates such sandhis. However, I'll place them before you and if 

you do come across references regarding this please let me know so that 

I may share it with others. 

1. Words that end in Dç/Dçç and when combined with words beginning 

with Dç/Dçç  have sometimes been written like this: 

lçLçç + DççÆHç = lçLççeçÆHç  

lç$ç + DççÆHç =lç$ççeçÆHç  

lçáäç +Dç$ç= lçáäçe$ç  

2. The occurrence of two DçJçûçnçÆ®çÚ s ( ee ) together tell you that 

an Dçç  is present at that point. 
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Visarga Sandhi: 

Before we do the Visarga Sandhi, it is important to have a table that 

differentiates the soft consonants from the hard ones. 

 

ˆÃÅ ‰þÃ ŠþÃ ‹þÃ ŒÃ 

�þÃ ŽÃ �þÃ �þÃ ØþÃ 

ÙÃ ÚÃ ÛÃ 	Ã µþÃ 

·þÃ ˜þÃ ¸Ã šþÃ ›þÃ 

œþÃ ûÃÅ �þÃ žþÃ ŸþÃ 

     

¡þÃ £Ã ¥þÃ ¨þÃ  

ªþÃ «þÃ ¬þÃ −Ã  

 

The shaded consonants are the kçÀþçíj-J³ç¡çvçççÆvç - hard consonants. 
The rest are cç=oáöJ³ç¡çvçççÆvç - soft consonants. 

 

The following table should be helpful 

 

visarga preceded by followed by results in 

  Dç any soft 

consonant OR Dç 
coalesces into Dççí (for 
a soft consonant) 

ORDççíe (for an Dç) 
kçÀ: + DççÆHç  = kçÀçíeçÆHç ~ 

 An indeclinable 

(DçJ³ç³ç) ending in 
anDç  

any vowel OR any 

soft consonant 

except for j  

is replaced by jd  
Hçávç: + Dç$ç = Hçávçj$ç ~ 
Hçávç: + iç®sçÆlç = 
Hçávçiç&®sçÆlç ~ 

 An indeclinable 

(DçJ³ç³ç) ending in 
anDç  

 j  visarga is dropped and 

the  Dç becomes Dçç 
Hçávç: + jcçlçí = Hçávçç jcçlçí ~ 

 The vocative case, 
mçcyççíOçvç, of a $çÝ 

any vowel OR any 

soft consonant 
 changes to jd 
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ending noun çÆHçlç: + Jçvoí = çÆHçlçJç&voí ~ 
 Dç  any vowel except 

Dç 
is elided 

kçÀ: + GJçç®ç = kçÀ GJçç®ç 
~ 

    

 Dçç  any vowel OR any 

soft consonant  

is elided 

yççuçç: + Dç$ç = yççuçç Dç$ç 
~ 
lçç: + iç®sçqvlç = lçç 
iç®sçqvlç ~ 
 

 any vowel except 

Dç,  Dçç 
any vowel OR any 

soft consonant 

except jd 
 

changes into jd 
cçáçÆvç: + FçÆlç = cçáçÆvççÆjçÆlç ~ 

 any  short vowel 

except Dç 
 j 
 

the short vowel 

becomes long 

YçÓHççÆlç: +  jçpçlçí = YçÓHçlççÇ  
jçpçlçí ~ 

 any vowel  
®çd , sd ,  
ìd , þd ,  
lçd , Lçd  
Mçd , <çd , mçd 

changes into  

Mçd  ,  
<çd ,   
mçd ~ 
Mçd , <çd ,  mçd ~ 

 Dç kçdÀ , Hçd mçd 
vçcç: +  kçÀjçíçÆlç =  
vçcçmkçÀjçíçÆlç ~   
HçájmkçÀjçíçÆlç ~ 

S<ç:/ 
mç: 

 Any consonant or 

vowel except for 

Dç 

elision of the visarga. 

mç iç®sçÆlç ~ 
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Name of 

the 

sandhi 

visarga 

preceded 

by 

followed 

by 

effect example 

1.GlJç Dç: j Dççíj cçvç: + jLç: = cçvççíjLç:~ 
 Dç: çÆuç Dççí çÆuç kçÀ: + çÆuçKççÆlç = kçÀçí çÆuçKççÆlç ~ 
 Dç: Jç Dççí Jç sç$ç: + JçoçÆlç  = sç$ççí JçoçÆlç ~ 
 Dç: iç Dççí iç ³çMç: + iççvçcçd = ³çMççí iççvçcçd ~ 
 Dç: Oç Dççí Oç lçípç: + Oçvçcçd = lçípççí Oçvçcçd ~ 
 Dç: Dç Dççí e kçÀ: + DççÆHç  = kçÀçíeçÆHç ~ 

mç: + DççÆHç  = mççíeçÆHç ~ 
     
2. mçlJç Dç: lçd Dçmlçd vçcç: + lçí = vçcçmlçí ~ 
 Dç:  ìd Dçäd  jçcç: + ìçÇkçÀlçí = jçcçäçÇkçÀlçí ~ 
 Dç: ®çd Dç½ç kçÀ: + çÆ®çlçd = kçÀçÆ½çlçd  ~ 
     
3. ©lJç G: Dç Gjd Dç Yççvçá: + Dç³çcçd = Yççvçáj³çcçd ~ 
 G: n Gn& Mç$çá: + nçqvlç = Mç$çán&çqvlç ~ 
 F: iç Fiç& cçáçÆvç: + içlç: = cçáçÆvçiç&lç: ~ 
     
4. uççíHç Dç: Dçç Dç Dçç  cççínvç: + Dççiç®sçÆlç  = cççínvç 

Dççiç®sçÆlç  ~ 
 Dç: F Dç  F jçcç: + F®sçÆlç = jçcç F®sçÆlç ~ 
 Dç: G Dç G kçÀ: + GJçç®ç = kçÀ GJçç®ç ~ 
 Dçç: Dçç Dçç Dçç vçjç: + Dçç³çççqvlç  = vçjç Dçç³çççqvlç ~ 

yççuçç:  + Dççiç®sçvÆlç  = yççuçç 
Dççiç®sçqvlç ~ 

 Dçç: iç Dçç iç oíJçç: + iç®sçqvlç = oíJçç iç®sçqvlç ~ 
 


